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again. But to go back again to the household of the Princess
of Savoy.

Dano-eau was made  chevalier  d'honneur.     He  owed Ms

o

success to his good looks, to the court he paid to the King's
mistresses, to his skilfulness at play, and to a lucky stroke of
fortune. The King had oftentimes been importuned to give
him a lodging, and one day, joking with him upon his fancy of
versifying, proposed to him. some very hard rhymes, and pro-
mised him a lodging if he filled them up upon the spot.
Dangeau accepted, thought but for a moment, performed the
task, and thus gained his lodging. He was an old friend of
Madame de Maintenon, and it was to her he was indebted for
his post of chevalier d'honneur in the new household.

Madame d'O was appointed lady of the palace. Her father,
named Guilleragues, a gluttonous Gascon, had been one of the
intimate friends of Madame Scarron, who, as Madame de Main-
tenon, did not forget her old acquaintance, but procured him.
the embassy to Constantinople. Dying there, he left an only
daughter, who, on the voyage home to France, gained the
heart of Villers, lieutenant of the vessel, and became his wife
in Asia-Minor, near the ruins of Troy. Villers claimed to be of
the house of d'O ; hence the name his wife bore.

Established at the Court, the newly-married couple quickly
worked themselves into the favour of Madame de Maintenon,
both being very clever in intrigue. M. d'O was made governor
of the Comte de Toulouse, and soon gained his entire con-
fidence. Madame d'O, too, infinitely pleasedwthe young Count,
just then enteiing upon manhood, by her gallantry, her wit,
and the facilities she allowed him. Both, in consequence,
grew in great esteem with the King. Had they been attend-
ants upon Princes of the blood, he would assuredly have
slighted them. But he always showed great indulgence to
those who served his illegitimate children. Hence the ap-
pointment of Madame d'O to be lady of the palace.

The household of the Princess of Savoy being completed, the
members of it were sent to the Pont Beauvosin to meet their
young mistress. She arrived early on the 16th of October,